Federal Lobbying Guidance and Reporting for the University of Washington

BACKGROUND

The Honest Leadership and Open Government Act (HLOGA) of 2007 (Public Law 110-81) amends the Lobbying Disclosure Act (LDA) of 1995 and now requires quarterly reporting as well as additional reporting on the cost of lobbying activities.  Organizations, including universities, are not themselves “lobbyists” but must register under the LDA, list any employees who meet the definition of a “lobbyist”, and make a good faith effort to capture all costs associated with employee lobbying activities.  

As a result of HLOGA, the University of Washington is now required to report all federal lobbying activities.  These new reports include lobbying even if it is done by non-lobbyists (i.e., faculty and staff members). Therefore, the University’s Office of Federal Relations is establishing a procedure for internal tracking and reporting of “lobbying contacts” in order to capture and report all costs of “lobbying activities”.  Such costs include:

---Salary/benefits/overhead

---Travel and other expenses

---Payment to outside lobbying firms

---An appropriate percentage of dues payments to organizations/associations that engage in lobbying.
If actual costs are not available, a good faith estimate is needed.

Any UW employee that has made a FEDERAL lobbying contact to a covered individual needs to document that activity on the attached lobbying activity report.   

WHAT IS A FEDERAL LOBBYING CONTACT?

Oral, written or electronic communications to a covered Legislative or Executive Branch Official regarding:

· The formulation, modification, or adoption of Federal legislation;

· The administration or execution of a Federal program or policy;

· The formulation, modification, or adoption of a Federal rule, regulation, Executive order, policy or position of the United States Government;

· The nomination or confirmation of a person subject to confirmation by the Senate.

WHAT IS NOT A “LOBBYING CONTACT”? (LDA Definition):

A “lobbying contact” does NOT include:

· A speech, article, publication or other material that is distributed and made available to the public through a medium of mass communication;

· A request for a meeting, a request for the status of an action, or other similar administrative request;

· Testimony given before Congress or submitted for inclusion in the public record;

· Information provided in writing in response to an oral or written request, or in response to a request for public comments in the Federal Register; 

· Information required by subpoena or civil investigative demand; 

· A written comment filed in the course of a public proceeding;

· Contact made by the media if the purpose is gathering and disseminating news and information to the public.

WHO IS A COVERED FEDERAL INDIVIDUAL? (LDA Definition):  

A “Covered Legislative Branch Official” includes: Members of Congress; an elected officer of either House of Congress; employees of a Member, Committee, leadership staff, joint committee, working group or caucus. 

A “Covered Executive Branch Official” includes: the President; the Vice President; any officer or employee in the Executive Office of the President; any Executive Schedule level I – V officer or employee; any member of the armed services at or above pay grade O-7 & above; and any “Schedule C” political appointees.  

WHAT IS A LOBBYING ACTIVITY?

Lobbying activities mean lobbying contacts AND efforts in support of such contacts, including preparation and planning activities, research and other background work that is intended, at the time it is performed, for use in contacts, and coordination with the lobbying activities of others.  

ARE THERE LIMITS ON FEDERAL LOBBYING ACTIVITY? 

The University of Washington Office of Federal Relations employs registered federal lobbyists for the University.  These UW employees spend over 20% of their time in lobbying activities and work with the Office of the President to lobby for the UW.
The University of Washington abides by the “Byrd Amendment” (31 U.S.C. § 1352 (2000), FAR Subpart 3.8), which prohibits use of “appropriated” federal funds (such as federal research dollars or funds from federal student aid) to influence any type of federal award, including contracts, subcontracts, grants and cooperative agreements and discloses payments made to outside lobbyists to influence a federal award.  

For more information:  http://lobbyingdisclosure.house.gov/ 
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